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IT MAY PROVE 
TOBEA 
MORE COSTLY 
VENTURE THAN 
YOU ANTICIPATE. 


[cm ia 


E JUST ONE 
SMALL GIRL. 


MAJESTY 
ERMINIA!! 


INSULT 
A KNIGHT 
BY SPEAKING 


PLACING 


YOUR NOBLE 
LIFE IN 
DANGERTO — 
ROTECT 


ENOUGH 
OF THIS! 
RETREEEAT! 


IT WILL 
BE DIFFICULT 


É de HAVE BEEN 


VILE CURS! 
HOW DARE THEY 
INFLICT INJURY 
UPON THE BODY 
OF THE ROYAL 
PRINCESS 


OF PAROS! 


EVERYTHING IS ALL 
», RIGHT NOW, FIONA. 
1 APOLOGIZE 
FOR THE FRIGHT 
YOU HAVE RECEIVED. 


IT IS OBVIOUS 
FROM WHENCE 
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WE SHOULD 
HAVE LEFT ONE 
OR TWO OF 
THEM ALIVE... 
TO QUESTION 

THEM 


AND 
FIND OUT WHO 
SENT THEM. 


IF A PRINCESS 
OF PAROS GIVES 
THE PUBLIC IMPRESSION 
OF BEING CARELESS, 
THEN SHE PLACES HERSELF 
IN DANGER EVERY TIME 
SHE GOES OUT. 
T AM CONSTANTLY 
URGING YOU 
TO HEED THIS. 


ANT 
TSHALL DE MORE CoereGaro 


EXPRESS 4 rã 
é GRAmT 59 
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YOU ARE 


MY SAVIOR. 


HAD YOU NOT RISKED 
YOUR OWN LIFE 
TO AID MINE, 
I WOULD HAVE 
BEEN IN GREAT PERIL. 


YOURSELF, 
ERMINIA! 


YOU BROUGHT 
a ALL UPON 


AND HAD YOU 
TWO NOT WANDERED| 
OFF TO BE ALONE, 
NONE OF THIS WOULD 
HAVE HAPPENED IN 
THE FIRST PLACE! 


1-1 HAVE THE 
FEELING THAT IF 
1 DON'T EXCUSE 
D MYSELF NOW, 
YOUR FRIEND 
WILL BE 
ANGERED. 


1 TRUST YOU 
UNDERSTAND NOW. 
YOU AND THAT GIRL 
A», ALMOST DIED FOR 

D” vourIDLE wHimsy. 


«PLEASE DO 
SD NOT YELL AT ME. 
YOUR WORDS 


PIERCE ME LIKE 
LADES. 


me ore day. 


= My HEART pe N BD — BE PERMITTED, 
fd 


Ps TI 
RE  couvony 


— SCREAM 1 WOULD STAY 
Ee j BY YOUR SIDE 
/ AND TEND TO YOU 
o A UNTIL YOUR 
j WOLINDS WERE 


HEALED.. 


AM 
>) CAN NEVER 
COME TRUE. 


THEM WERE 
PARTICULARLY 
STRONG, BUT... (f 
ALL HAD THEIR + 

SWORDS RAISED 

AGAINST ME. 


THERE WERE 
SO MANY OF THEM, 
AND WHEN MY FEET 


THEY HAD COUNTLESS 
OPPORTUNMES 
TO FINISH ME. 


THEY GAVE 
THE IMPRESSION «THEY SAD 
THAT THEY WERE THEY WOULD 


TESTING My SKILL... TAKE MY LIFE, 
1 DID NOT SENSE AND YET... 
THAT THEY WERE THEY DID NOT. 


TRYING TO 
KILL ME... 


E" 


AM WELL AWARE 
OF YOUR FOOLISH 
CONDUCT! 


NOT DIRECT 


YURIAS 18 YOUR IRE 
AT YURIAS! 


YURIAS! 


ARE YOU THE ONE 
WHO TOLD HIM THIS!? 


THEN WHO 
WAS IT? 
My UNCLE!? 


GoDs, 
WHERE DID T 
GO WRONG IN 
RAISING YOU, 

FOR YOU TO HAVE 
BECOME THIS 
UNMANAGEABLE. 


SELFISH PRINCESS 
SEEKING TO 
BLAME OTHERS. 


INFREQUENTLY 
TOLD THE SAME 
BY ALFONSE... 


1 LAVISHED 
PITY ON MY CHILD 
BECAUSE SHE NEVER 
KNEW HER MOTHER, 
BUT IT SEEMS 
1 HAVE SPOILED 
YOU TOO MUCH. 


á 


DO You NOT 
COMPREHEND 
THAT YOU ARE 
THE SOLE HEIR 
TO THE ENTIRE 
KINGDOM 
OF PAROS? 


ICARE NOT 
WITH WHOM, 
BUT YOU WILL MARRY 
AND BEAR A PRINCE 
TO BE HEIR! 


4 LAMNOTA 
DALGHTER'S FEMALE BIRD 
DUTY IS TO WHO WILL SIT 
OBEY HER IN HER NEST 
PARENTS, LAYING EGGS. 
BEAR 
CHILDREN, TO SAY THATI 
AND PROTECT MUST BECOME 
HER FAMILY. ONE FOR THE 
SAKE OF 
PAROS Is 
CRUEL! 


WISH TO LIVE 
MY ENTIRE LIFE 
AROUND THE IDEA 
THAT I MUST 
CONTINUE THE 
BLOOD LINE. 


ARE you 
SAYING IT IS 
ACCEPTABLE 


TO DISREGARD 
MY FEELINGS 
AS LONG AS 

1 BEAR A PRINCE 
TO CARRY ON THE 
BLOOD LINE!? 


FREE, YOU SAY? 
YOU ARE A WOMAN 
OF THE ROYAL HOUSE! 4 
YOU HAVE AN OBLIGATION 
AS ONE WHO CARRIES 
IN YOU THE BLO 
OF KINGS. 


HEED THIS! 
AS LONG AS YOU 
ARE MY DALIGHTER 
AND REMAIN IN PAROS, 

YOU ARE NO MORE 
THAN À SUBJECT 
IWILLGIVE OF PAROS!! 
YOU TEN DAYS! 
YOU ARE NOT TO 
SET FOOT OUTSIDE 
YOUR CHAMBERS. 
YOU HAVE TEN DAYS 
TIME TO DECIDE 
WHOM YOU WILL 
TAKE AS YOUR 
HUSBAND. 


I CARE NOT 
JF YOU CHOOSE 
YURIAS OR A 
YOUNG ARISTOCRAT 
OR GENERAL 
RYOIN, LORD 
OF MARL. 


THIS 18 AN ORDER 
FROM THE KING OF PAROS 
TO HIS SUBJECT, 
AND YOU WILL NOT 
ESCAPE IT THIS TIME! 


WHERE ARE 

SINCE WHEN E 00/ YOU GOING? 

HAVE LEVER É É THE KING HAS 
4 a FORBIDDEN 


I 
YOU TO LEAVE. (y 


BAH! THIS IS HIS 
SECOND ULTIMATUM. 
> DO YOU HONESTLY 
THINK YOU CAN 


CHANGE HIS MIND? 


Do, 


ERMINIA, 
CALM YOURSELF! 

T PROMISE 1 WILL 
GO TO THE KING LATER 
AND PLEAD WITH HIM 
TO RECONSIDER. 
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SOLE HEIR TO 
THE KINGDOM 


ERMINIA WILL 
BE MADE TO WED 
IN TEN DAYS. 
PLEASE MARE f 
THE NECESSARY É 


AS LONG AS 
SHE DOES. 


My LIEGE... 
YOU SENT 
FOR US? 


«IS SHE 
TO WED 
MY SON, 
YURIAS? 


SHE HAS 

AVOIDED 
MAKING A 
DECISION. 


YOUR MAJESTY, 
HIS HIGHNESS 
PRINCE ALFONSE 
REQUESTS AN 
AUDIENCE. 


IDO NOT 
WISH TO 
SEE HIM AT 
THE MOMENT. 
TELL HIM 
THAVE A 
HEADACHE. 


T HAVE HEARD 
THAT ERMINIA 
WILL BE MADE 

TO WEDIN 
TEN DAYS. 


YOU HAVE 
HARDENED 
YOUR HEART 
TO HER AT 
LONG LAST. 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 

HOW CAN YOU TREAT 
YOUR YOUNGER 
HALF-BROTHER 
WITH SUCH COOL 
INDIFFERENCE? 


That devious iation wil 
live only the appearance 
of agreement to equal terms, 
but there is no question that 
once the marriage is done, our 
500 year old kingdom wi 
he oceupied by their arms! 


My dearbrotor É 
You have convincec 


o ALFONSE, YOU 
, SEEM DETERMINED TO 
cane Nom t a á MARRY ERMINIA TO 


É YOU THINK THE PRINCE OF KAUROS. 


DO YOU HAVE SOME 
ULTERIOR MOTIVE? 


Tam not trying to 
merge the Kingdoms | 
of Paros and Kauros, 

dear brother. 


dt honor through PN 
marriage anialianco NS 
with Kauros. N 


Just-glve me 
command, 
amd will draw up 
a treaiy with Kauros 
of equal terms. 
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MILLION-TO-ONE 
CHANCE, KALIROS DID 
INIMIATE A WAR, 
THE DAMAGE OUR 
KINGDOM WOULD 
RECEIVE FROM IT 


WOULD BE NO 
WORSE THAN 


YURIAS, 


HE NOMINATED 
YOU AS MY 
MARRIAGE PARTNER 
AS WELL. 
1 THOUGHT 
1 WAS LOSING 
MY MIND! 
Cy des ( revormer 
N / ls 
DOES THAT us 
NOT ANGER YOU E q > 
IN THE LEAST? BS 
ba Ú 


WHAT IF... 
1 THOUGHT T WAS 
THE ONLY ONE 
APPROPRIATE FOR 
YOU IN THAT LIST... 


WEAK AND 
PATHETIC 
ARISTOCRAT 
DID HE SAY 
WAS GOING 
TO FATHER 
MY CHILD? 
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- NOT EVERYTHING 
I5 ABOUT BEING LOYAL 
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1 WONDER WHY 
FATHER FEELS 
HE MUST ORDER ME 
AS MY KING TO 
PROTECT THIS 
KINGDOM. 


TF THAT IS 
WHAT HE DESIRES, 
THEN I AM WILLING 

TO SACRIFICE EVERY 
FUTURE HAPPINESS 
TO BECOME THIS 
LAND'S GREATEST 
RULER MYSELF. 


WHY CAN FATHER 
El 


NOT SEE THAT fog 
MY HEART IS MORE 
MASCULINE THAN 
ANY MAN'S? 


THAT IS 
MERELY YAAN'S 
SENSE OF HUMOR 

AT WORK. 


ERMINIA, DESPITE 
THE DISPOSITON 
OF YOUR HEART, 
YOU ARE A 


HAVE you 
so BADLY 


NO ONE qa 


DO ME THE 
COURTESY OF 
RESPECTING 
MY FEELINGS 


y” vou wiLL 
HAVE NO 
COMPLAINTS 
IN THAT 
CASE, 
T IMAGINE. 


BEING SMALL é THAT GIRL 

AND FRAGILE... ; WAS THE | 
SHE IS BRAVE 
AND HONEST, 
AND THE FIRST 

PERSON TO WHOM 
THAVEFELTI 
CAN BE CLOSE. 


by! 
pe 
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AWAY TO WORK IN q (Eos. Lay 
ARE LNTCHEN às | y h PRINCESS. 
A SCULLERY IR 


SHE WILL DISPOSE| 
OF WASTE, WASH 


DISHES, AND 
RUN ERRANDS... | [% 


ao 


DRIVEN AWAY INTO 
THE BOWELS OF THE 


CASTLETO BE KEPT 
FROM TREADING 


RU o INN 


TOA 
« GLOOMY 

HOLE aa 
UNTOLCHED ama [A 


DESCEND INTO 
THE KITCHEN, 
YOU WILL CAUSE ( 


INSULT YOU, 
AS À KNIGHT, 
CAN INFLICT UPON 
YOURSELF IS TO 
PURSUE À 
SCULLERY MAID. 


dr. THE TITLES 


e OF BOTH 
PRINCESS AND 
FIRST KNIGHT 


TKNOW 
VERY WELL, “a 
YURIAS.. 


THAT WAY, 
YOU CAN AT 
LEAST PREVENT 


IF NOT TO 
YOURSELF. 


tHarus 4 
- IS THE 


— RESULTOR —— 


MY CHAMBERS. 
PLEASE GIVE 
ME TIME 


ALONE THERE... 


o 
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A ENE 
A) To 
HER! Wo - 
” LA 
Ra IO Nam 
id) EAD DE 
ANS 
TIN 
= ] [ps PRINCESS, 
me A 5) 
pi À NZ DRESS 
AND SHOW US 
(S. How you 
fes Look! 


ITS ASIN 


q 
ERR: 
DA BEAUTIFUL AND 

NOT PAY YOUR 

APPEARANCE 

ANY MIND! 


AND YOU WANT 
TO MAKE My 
HAIR LIKE THIS? 


LADY PRINCESS 
ERMINIA— 
AT LEAST LET 
US DO YOUR 


Yovllmarry 
Your cousin the Viscount Lomlas, 
young moblemam Erus, 2 won't you? 

can sing and resite / Wai? - There'snooneas 

poetry, and he looks | Utnink it should be é handsome as him. 
stumning in black Viscount Vurias. 
He looks at her 

with such 
romano eyes. 


so there's no realistio 

expectation that the 
Princess of Paros 
amd he will wed. 


He seoretiy seems 
to have feelings 
for you, and Ive 
heard thatis 
why he has not 
vetHtaken a bride. 


Count Kalavia is a 
lite more advanced in 
vears, but none can 
compare to his golden 
locks ad mature 
demeanor. 


< 


A 
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Putitsonty 
ratural for a man And 1 heard that 


to be atiracted he porsonally tended 

toa woman and to hi ailing wife. 
a wolman to be 

attraeted to a man. 


up until the very 
moment she 


passed away. 


OVNIS 


RAS 


: 


HOW CAN 
YOU IDLE AWAY 
THIS ENTIRE 
AFTERNOON 
EATING SWEETS 
AND ENTERTAINING 
SUCH NONSENSE? 


ITS ONLY 
NATURAL 
FOR A 


HAVE NO 
COMPLAINTS IF 


CLOTHES. 


TLIVED MY 

ENTRE LIFE |) 

WITHOUT EVER 
MARRYING 


OF DRESSES 
AND JEWELS 
TO MEN? 


RS) 


AS 


T HAVE NO SUCH 
+ NATURAL INTEREST, 
AND MUST SAY 1 
AM GRATEFUL 


Mm BUT IT SEEMS 


T JOY IS 
WHAT GIVES THERE IN LIVING 


WITHOUT 
LIFE, LADY ) SUCH THINGS? 


YES, LADY 


/ Hf the ends of A) 
do the earth exist, g 
then I should O) 


like to se? 
them as well 


id 


THINK IT WOULD 

BE FANTASTI... 
TO DIE IN OBSCURITY É 
INA FAR-OFF LAND? 


THE WORDS ALONE 
MAKES ME 
LONG FOR IT. 


WHAT WOULD 
HAPPEN IF B: er 
vou were (natf 
ATTACKED 

SUGGEST SUCH ( py MONSTERS Charco, 

A THING WHEN À OR VILLANS? ) 

YOU WERE BORN No, 

IN PAROS, THE 

[MOST BEALITFUL ) 

AND ABUNDANT K | 
AN 


LAND IN THE E 


Bo 


B-BY NO MEANS JÁ 


Z2 
(4 vá IN 
CAN WE DO THAT, JN VGA 


HIS MAJESTY 


vou vii NeUR Has orereo NS / aca 
E Y tHaT vou ( AS RR 
DS! é NOT BE LEFT NE, » 
UNATTENDED. 


ú ) 


WHAT WAS MY 
FATHER'S ORDERI? 


x f 
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HE SAYS THAT IF 
YOU CONTINUE TO RAIL 
IN THIS MANNER, 
YOU WILL BE 
CONSIDERED INSANE, 
AND LOCKED IN 
LANDS VALE TOWER. 


CALM YOURSELF. 
THIS COMMOTION 


HAS REACHED df 
HIS MAJESTY'S 


1 WONDER IF 1 
SHOULD SELECT 


RIDICULOUS AND 
FOUL-LOOKING 
IN IN 


MAR THE 
KINGDOM OF 
PAROS. 


IN JUST 
SEVEN DAYS... 
AMTO 


«MY HEAD 


MY LADY'S MAIDS 
WERE SQUEALING 
THAT À WOMAN WHO 
DIES WITHOUT EVER 
KNOWING A MAN 


I5 cuRSED. 
THEY DO NOT 
UNDERSTAND 
THAT PUTTING 
My BODY INTO * 
A FRILLY FROCK 
WILL NOT CHANGE 
WHO 1 ALREADY «á 
AM INSIDE! 


P THIS IS WHAT 
1 HAVE BEEN 
TOLD TO WEAR! 


NOTHING 
AS LONG 
AS YOU SEE 


THAN A FULL 
MAN..! 


4 


FROM YOUR 
SUPFERING? 


N 


How canl 
save you from 
your suffering... 


« 
é 
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NEED THEM LIT. 
MIND THEM NOT. 
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